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This study explores the following three points. 1 How in the works of W.B.

Yeats and Pound two different principles that dominate Japanese traditional comedy of kyogen and
tragedy of Noh exist simultaneously: “ laughter” in kyogen and “ praying for repose of the dead
soul” in Noh, with Yeats’ s tragic joy and Pound’ s paradiso terresre as key concepts. 2 Yeats' s
plays have been regarded to be hard to be put on stage while there has been almost no previous study

on Pound’ s “ kyogen.” The possibility to perform their plays has been explored through the
collaboration with Noh and kyogen actors. 3 Contemporaneity and universality of their works have
been confirmed by proving how they cross the two existent borders; distinction of dramatic genres of
tragedy, comedy and tragi-comedy on one hand and boundary between the Western world and Japan on
the other. Here Hearn' s insightful observation into the Japanese and Irish notion of the other
world gives a fresh point of view.
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