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The grant spent four years studying particle prosody in Japanese, Xitsonga,
and Swahili. Field data collection was hampered by the COVID pandemic, but project members used
online methods to continue the research. In Japanese, prosody was influenced by the lexical tone of
particles and the tonal patterns of root words. Focus realization was less pronounced at the
beginning of a phrase, suggesting the presence of confounding factors at phrase boundaries. In
Xitsonga, the size of a phrase affected the prosodic status of a particle, showing a mismatch
between syntactic and prosodic structures. The exclusive particle /tu/ in Swahili showed a local
rather than a global influence on sentence prosody. This cross-linguistic study showed that

particles can be prosodically independent of their root, deviating from the morphosyntactic
structure.
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