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Based on data both elicited from field researches and collected from written
materials, the following three findings were made concerning the historical development of
Icelandic accent: i) the primary stress as a rule falls on the left-most sylable of a word; any
information on parts of speech, origins, the number of syllables, word structures is of no
relevance; ii) Old Icelandic also had a single-pattern stress accent system; iii) Modern Icelandic
inherited and retains the stress accent system of Old Icelandic, and the motive for the retainment
is to produce a more unmarked and economical accent system.
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