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The project addressed postcolonial and postmodern Ireland in the study of
language. Attitudes towards and awareness of language in lIreland have changed in conjunction with
remarkable social changes and transformations of the century since independence from the UK. This
project examined language use and the updating of linguistic knowledge in terms of linguistics,
sociolinguistics, and sociology. The research included two main areas of investigation: (i) an
examination of the involvement of the Irish language in expressions of time and information
structures in Irish English and the process of grammatical formation, which led to the proposal for
a theory of grammatical formation through language contacts (Shimada 2022), and (ii) a theoretical
consideration of language use and identity from the perspective of sociolinguistics and contemporary

social theory (Shimada and Mikami 2023).
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