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The Study of Notation Style and Vocabulary in Ancient Japanese

SANO, HIROSHI

2,800,000
o _ Although KASHA notation *“ ", which is based on the original Chinese
pronunciation of Chinese characters ), and KANA notation “ ", which is a phonetic
translation of Chinese characters into Japanese ) are different, their scripts share the

same constituent characters. There are still questions among researchers of ancient Japanese as to
how Chinese words were transplanted into Japanese vocabulary and by what process Chinese characters
became Japanese characters. We found that "ancient Japanese special kana orthography"

in Japanese phonological history is a complex of rules based on the original Chinese character
pronunciation and a different set of general rules for the use of kana concerning the written form
of Japanese words. This point shows that the " " has aspects of a "style of notation”
combining KASHA characters “ " and KANA characters “ .
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