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Possession in Language: Possessive Notions and Expressions in Adult Language and
those in Child Language
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This study focuses on the possession of one’ s own body parts with respect
to the wide range of meanings of possession. It examines empirical data on the development of the
forms and discusses the universal principles involved in the encoding of possession. | argue that
English-speaking children acquire subject-prominent language features early in their language
development, while Japanese-speaking children acquire topic-prominent language features at a
corresponding point. 1 consider that English has external possessive constructions and no
double-subject constructions, while Japanese has double-subject constructions and no external
possessive constructions, due to these features and the law of complexity. | argue that if language
acquisition theory assumes within the framework of generative grammar that it has laws that capture
the topic-prominent parameter and the notion of complexity, it can explain the cross-linguistic
variation and development of body part expressions.
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