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In this study we investigated the 48 Cheat verbs listed in Levin (1993)
through COCA and BNC and concluded that among the 48 verbs, 15 verbs can be alternating. We also
revealed the development of the complements of the Clear verbs, showed that the syntactic structures

of each verb have developed differently in the history of the English language, and pointed out
that the syntactic structures of the verbs in the Old and Middle English periods have much to do
with the kernel sense of each verb.
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