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This research discussed the historical development of the tough construction

and relevant constructions (the middle construction and the pseudo passive construction), in which
surface subjects are interpreted as the object in the predicate, and tried to clarify their
syntactic and semantic properties within the framework of generative grammar. More precisely, before
verifying the validity of A movement of NP from the infinitive clause to the subject position in
the tough construction in OE, I conducted a diachronic research of the pseudo passive construction,
which we assume involves A movement in the syntactic derivation, and gave a theoretical assumption
based on empirical facts to the syntactic and semantic properties of the pseudo passive observed in
Present-day English.
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(1) a. This gospel is easy to gain heaven by.
b. *This can be gained heaven by.
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(2) a. *Winter is impossible to climb Mt. Fuji in.
b. He has been burned, stuck pins in, beheaded..
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(3) a. This question will be dealt with later in the book.
b. This bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers.
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(6) and here was sat upon at Westminster in the Parliament-Chamber.

(7)  This place is wonderful dikid about
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