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A force-dynamic analysis of the putative "means® type of _way constructions

Iwata, Seizi

1,500,000
way
fight/push/force one’ s way force dynamic Agonist
force pick/find/feel one’ s way
work one’ s way
way He fought his way through the crowd
Goldberg (1995)
way

way

Prototypical instances of way expression turn out to fall into three types
from the viewpoint of force dynamics. First, _fight/push/force one’ s way_ can be straightforwardly
accounted for by means of a force-dynamic analysis in the sense of Talmy (2000): The subject
referent, as an Agonist, exerts force on to an obstacle in the way, as an Antagonist, and removes
it, thereby enabling the motion. Next, _pick/find/feel one’ s way_are not amenable to the same
treatment. Nevertheless, the verbs do describe how the difficulty is to be dealt with. So they are
still instances of ‘ enabling’ type. Third, _work one’ s way_does not involve removing obstacles
in the way and is therefore not an instance of ' enabling’ type. Instead, it is an instance of *
causative’ type.
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BNC  way
10 make 1671 find 962 work 427 force 202
push 183 pick 173 fight 148 feel 117 pay 92 wind 88
force push fight He fought/pushed/forced his way through the crowd
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pay He paid his way through college way

find pick feel force
way
pick one’ s way As LeRoi picked his way through the debris

and destruction of the demolished town

find one’ s way Ari tried to find their way through the labyrinth of Roirbak’ s

complex to the canteen

feel one’ s way One night all the

lights went off so we had to feel our way up to our rooms

find pick feel way
fight push force way

work one’ s way

I was working my way up the ladder

force

work one’ s way force dynamics

BNC 10 force

dynamics force dynamics
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