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This study aims to clarify at which stage English learners possess
derivative word knowledge, to what extent they have it, and how it develops. A retrospective
analysis of their learning history revealed that relatively few learners remembered receiving
instruction on derivative word knowledge in middle and high school. However, those who did recall
such instruction were found to have more extensive derivative word knowledge. Furthermore, among
university students, the growth of derivative word knowledge over a year was minimal, suggesting the

need for conscious instruction through middle school, high school, and university. The data
obtained is expected to shed further light on the conceptual organization of derivative word
knowledge and its relationship with other skills.
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