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The objective of this study is to provide practical suggestions for
elementary school foreign language education aiming at fostering global citizenship. The research
employed “ Competences for Democratic Culture” as a theoretical framework and aimed to;1) promote
international collaborative learning between elementary schools in Japan and Germany and
cross-curricular approaches, 2) promote international collaborative virtual exchanges between
teacher training universities in the same countries, and 3) construct and disseminate training
programs for in-service teachers for the above-mentioned objectives. To investigate its
effectiveness, action research, case studies and questionnaire surveys were conducted. The results
were shared domestically and internationally in the form of one book chapter (in English), six
academic articles (including four peer-reviewed articles), 18 conference presentations (including
six In international conferences), and 28 training workshops/lectures.
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