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The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between
foreign language phonological cognitive functions and foreign language learning ability, and to
develop an educational intervention program. Phonological awareness skills for recognizing and
manipulating various components of speech sounds and phonological decoding skills for converting
letters into speech sounds to understand the meaning of texts are essential for foreign language
learning. In this study, we conducted explicit oral reading instruction for Japanese EFL learners to

investigate the relationship between phonological decoding skills and phonological features. A
program of explicit oral reading instruction was shown to improve phonological decoding skills, thus
providing a foundation for the development of foreign language learning skills. These findings
suggest that the program, which is based on the cognitive basis of foreign language learning
ability, integrates theory and practice.
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Lady Gaga
Stefani Germanotta, / or Lady Gaga, / was born on March 28, /1986 / in New York City./ She started

playing the piano / when she was four, / and at 11 / she began taking acting lessons./ At age 16, /

she began to sing and act / in front of live audiences./ After high school / she entered New York

University, / but she wasn’t very happy there/ and left before / finishing her second year / to focus on

her musical career./ In 2008/ “Just Dance” / and “Porker Face” / were number one pop singles / from

her first album / The Fame. /Today she is a superstar / in the music business.
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