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This research project has aimed to clarify the long-term characteristics of

the agricultural and hydraulic practices and administration in pre-modern rural society in Egypt. It
also has attempted to consider how rural society and state institutions reacted to environmental
and socioeconomic changes. In order to pursue these issues, we employed not only contemporary
sources but also sources from different periods and geographical information. We confirmed that the
situation in other periods can be helpful for our interpretation as it fills our ignorance due to
the lack of evidence. However, caution is required in using these sources as definitive evidence. As
a result of this project, we published several studies on related topics not only for specialists
but also for the general readership. We also sought directions for possible future research.
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