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This study investigates the interaction between environmental change, the
state of village society, and the transformation of local administration in Egypt during the period
of environmental change from the mid-fourteenth to the fifteenth century. The main issues discussed
were, first, the practices of agricultural production, irrigation and tax collection in village
society, and the relationships between people in relation to these practices and second, the changes

in local administration as a reaction of the state to the various phenomena observed during the
period of environmental change. These issues were addressed by analysing information on the
practices and human relations of village communities from the archives of the Austrian National
Archives and the records of the appointment of local administrators from the narrative sources.
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