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Letters and public space in early modern France: between oral and ecriture.
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This research explores the new narratives and sensibilities created by
women®s narratives in the mid-18th century, focusing on the narratives of Madame de Graffigny, who
became a bestselling author, and examines the emotional movements and modes of expression that
oscillate between the oral and the eclipsed. The period is known for the popularity of epistolary
fiction, and Madame Graffiny also wrote epistolary fiction, leaving over 2,000 private letters to
her male friends. The paper examines how, for her, writing was a way of talking about and
communicating her own feelings, and how this was the driving force behind her creativity as a

writer. In a previously published result (2020),1 examined how her oral and ecrit met and led to her
creation.
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