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The research theme,*The Establishment of the Canadian Navy and the Defence
Strategy of the British Empire,” clarified the following points.

First, the Liberal Party of Canada expected to establish a navy for imperial defence to strengthen
Canada™s autonomous position within the empire. This was consistent with other imperial policies of
the Liberal Party at the time, such as the imperial economic integration plan. Second, although the
Conservative Party, which was in opposition, wanted Canada to contribute to the British navy and be
defended by the British navy, it also sought to strengthen military integration with the empire,
albeit by different means. Third, underlying the debates on the establishment of a Canadian navy was

the idea of sentimental ties within the empire based on Britishness. It led to the decentralisation

of the imperial defence system and the desire for Canada to defend itself autonomously.
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