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Transformation of Xenophobia in France at the end of the 19th century: Analysis
of National and Local Elections in Paris Region
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This study analyzes local elections in Paris region at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries, in order to see how the increasing presence of foreign peoples in urban society
was debated in politics. Different movements like Boulangism, that propagated xenophobic discourse
and action, focused their arguments on national policy matters, and rarely referred to the presence
of foreigners in local communities. This suggests that political xenophobia was not rooted in the
urban society.
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