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A Comparative Study of the Baptismal and Census Records of the Jesuit-Guarani
Missions in the Rio de la Plata Region of South America during the 18th century
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This research is a comparative analysis of the baptismal records (1754-1764)
of the Jesuit Mission of Santa Rosa in Paraguay and its census records. The main outcome of the
research is as follows: (1) a cross-chronological analysis of census records and baptismal record of
Santa Rosa for the purpose of tracing cacicazgo related to the Guarani godfathers revealed a
profound relationship between spiritual sponsor and certain distinguished cacicazgo. (2) The
cacicazgo to which a newborn child’ s mother belonged was registered precisely in the baptismal
record, and following name and age of these children in the census records enables us to understand
that these children, even after becoming adults, kept belonging to the same cacicazgo to which their

mothers had membership.
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