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An archaeological study on local ruling systems in state formation process as
seen from 3D measurement of horizontal stone chamber tombs in Northern Kyushu,

Japan, during the 6th to 7th centuries AD

TSUJITA, Jun®ichiro
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In this study, the author discussed about local ruling systems in the
process of state formation in northern Kyushu region by analyzing keyhole-shaped tumuli and its
mortuary facilities, horizontal stone chamber tombs, during the 6th to 7th centuries. In this
analysis, the author used 3D measurement for observing horizontal stone chambers.

As a result, the author classified the ways of ceasing of keyhole-shaped tumuli construction for
three types in northern Kyushu region and found that the local types of horizontal stone chamber
were used for the elites” tumuli in each types. The author concluded that the local societies were
ruled and ordered not only by the political connection with the central authority but also by local

elites in this period,
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Center and periphery in the process of ancient state formation in the Japanese archipelago: From the viewpoint of Northern
Kyushu region
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