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A Stady on the tomb of Hidden Christian in Japan
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An archaeological survey was conducted focusing on gravestones at Christian
cemeteries from the Edo period. As a result, we were able to trace the process by which gravestones
were transformed due to the prohibition of Christianity in the southern region of Oita Prefecture
and the Amakusa region of Kumamoto Prefecture, and even though the cross motifs and baptismal names
disappeared, until the Kanbun era, when they were transformed into square-shaped stones, and then in

the Genroku era, they were transformed into Edo-style gravestones with Buddhist posthumous names
engraved on them.

From research into graveyards and gravestones, it was possible to infer that the Christian faith
had died out by the 1660s, around the time the system of Christian conversion and reformation was
established in Bungo and Amakusa. This indicates that there was a different history to that of
western Kyushu, where the hidden Christians continued to exist until the
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