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Fundamental research towards the establishment of a system for the protection of
underwater cultural heritage of war sites in the Pacific Rim
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In order to protect the underwater cultural heritage associated with World

War Il in the Pacific region and to enhance it as a testimony to the war for peace education,
detailed archaeological surveys of such heritage on the seabed of Okinawa and Guam were conducted,
attempting a reconstructive study of the conditions at the time of the battles were occurred. New 3D

model data of the Japanese-originated WWIl sites in Apra Harbour, Guam, were created to visualise
the sites and enable information sharing among the many parties involved in the concerned heritage.
The lecture was given at the University of Guam to share research results. We established
communication with the US Navy, the University of Guam and the local authority (with responsibility
for the cultural heritage), as well as developed a cooperative system with a local diving service,

aiming at laying the groundwork for further research into protection and utilisation methods and
the development of war education programmes.
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https://isgs.kyushu-u.ac.jp/~seafloor/yarabu_divercourse/
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UNESCO Protection of Underwater Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Development
World War Shipwrecks in Southeast Asia; threats of marine pollution and looting
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