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Through this research, it is highly possible that iron bar excavated from
Japan contain iron imported from China, based on archaeological conditions and natural scientific
analyses. It pointed out that the rapid decline in the number of iron-making sites in Japan during
the period of transition from ancient times to the Middle Ages was probably due to the influence of
imported iron. In the area of natural science analysis, basic research was carried out to
distinguish between Japanese and Chinese iron, and prospects were obtained for the effects of
rusting on iron products on fluorescent X-ray analysis values and alteration of wreck iron remains
by marine organisms. On the other hand, academic exchanges with China ended unsatisfactorily. In
2022, a symposium was held at the Kyushu National Museum, where we held a scientific research
exhibition titled “ Iron that Changed Asia” . The research final report was published in March 2023,
and ended after the final meeting and survey.
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