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Scientific utilization of plant specimens collected by Herbarium Hajacawa and
verification of sampling activities by plant hunters
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Based on unmounted specimens housed in the herbarium of the University of
Tokyo, this study aims to elucidate (1) the establishment background and the reality of the "
Herbarium Hajakawa," founded by Sashichi Hayakawa in 1924, which was scarcely known, and (2) the
activities of the collection staffs, mainly Shiroji Saito. Although it was revealed that Sashichi
Hayakawa had been collecting specimens before the establishment of the herbarium, we did not find
detailed materials that could elucidate its full reality, except for information such as its
location. On the other hand, it became clear that reports of botanical expedition by Shiroji Saito
were preserved, revealing that from 1924 to 1930, specimens were largely collected not only in

various parts of Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu but also in Sakhalin, the Kuril Islands,
Korea, and Taiwan.
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