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Cultural process of Vanuatu women "Water Music® performers
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The water music is a performance practiced by women in a diaspora community
in Luganville, Vanuatu. The performance originates from an island community in the Banks Islands,
where women would make loud noises as they let other villagers know that they are bathing. The
members of the diaspora community arranged the sound of water into a public performance by adding
singing and choreography. In Melanesia, women are minority in terms of music-making. However, this
particular case of water music indicates that the women can take initiative at communal level. As a
result, the women®s participation in traditional dancing, as it has been observed by field research,

enhances their social position in everyday interactions in the community, and, therefore, it
interacts as an important factor for communal sustainability.
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