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Legal Maxim and Codification: Ancient law, Slavic law and Modern Western Law
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Legal maxim has a long tradition in Western legal systems. It had an
important role in modernization of law, especially in modern codification. A good example is the
last part of the General Property Code of Montenegro, a very original civil code promulgated in
1888. To estimate the significance and the role of the modern legal maxims, we analyzed the
Montenegrin maxims and compared them not only with the Roman Regulae, but examined them in reference

to Greek legal thoughts, represented for example in Plato"s Nomoi. Plato thought that written
dispositions of law were not effective without voluntary observance of people, which necessitated
their education. To connect the education and legal norm, it needed the epitedeumata (nomoi in a
larger sense; customs, etc.). The Montenegrin author of the Code carefully distinguished the area of
law to be codified (the property law) and that left to the custom. With this limitation, he put the

legal maxims to make effective the codified law.
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