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This study presents an analytical framework that interprets the exercise of

universal jurisdiction as the realization of criminalization on the domestic plane, subject to a
jurisdictional system based on horizontal relations between states. This contrasts with
criminalization on the international plane, which is vertical in nature, imposing liability directly

on individuals without the need for national law. By situating the exercise of universal
jurisdiction at the intersection of vertical and horizontal orders, we can better understand its
dynamism. Moreover, by focusing the analysis on criminalization in the international plane, which
possesses a certain autonomy from state will, we are able to identify certain criteria regarding the

prerequisites for the exercise of universal jurisdiction.
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