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Reconstructing Trade Secret and Data Protection Laws for Data Economy
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Japan, while closely monitoring legislative trends in Europe, took the lead
globally in establishing a legal framework for the protection of big data through the Act on
Approved and Certified Personal Data Handling Business Operators. However, Europe subsequently
decided against new legislation and, like the United States, shifted towards protecting data under
trade secret laws. As a result, the effectiveness of Japan®s system and its consistency with the
systems of other countries have been called into question. In this research, | compare and examine
the actual state of data protection under trade secret laws in Japan, the United States, and Europe,

as well as the consideration and operation of unique data protection legal systems. Based on this
analysis, | consider desirable legal policies for the development of a data-driven economy.
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