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This study clarified the genealogy of liberal reforms in modern Japanese
political history. As in the present day, addressing the issue of inequality was an essential
element in modern Japan, but in modern Japan, a country with few natural resources and an open
economy, policy ideas that focused on strengthening trade and economic competitiveness were
important except in wartime.

As a genealogy of the liberal reform path in modern Japan, firstly, the study clarified the
encouragement of industry"” and the path from a "trade-based nation™ to an "industrial nation" during
the Meinji and Taisho periods, focusing on Enomoto Takeaki and Inukai Tsuyoshi. Secondly, the study
clarified the genealogy from the "free trade" of the early Showa period to the "embedded liberalism
of the postwar period through the free trade movement and trends in the Osaka business world, and

also through the trends of Ashida Hitoshi in political parties.
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