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The principal contribution of this study is a monograph titled "Fragmented
Democracies: Competition and Legitimacy in Japanese Local Politics,” published by the University of
Tokyo Press. This book focuses on the municipal governments, particularly metropolitan
administrations, arguing that these are likely to be involved in intense political competitions.
This is attributed to the dual representation system and the electoral system of local councils,
which cause the absence of overarching political parties and the emergence of strong political
heads. Moreover, the centralized fiscal system exacerbates these competitive dynamics. It
demonstrates that fragmented decision-making in the face of intense competition could hinder the
urban development.
Another contribution is a text analysis of municipal councils in Osaka Prefecture, which reveals
that the entry of Osaka Restoration Association and the intra-party competition of the LDP may lead
to a rightward shift in council discussions.
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