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This research argues that Japan®s cultural and foreign policy towards UNESCO
cannot be understood in isolation. It is significantly shaped by shifts in power distribution and
relationships with pations that hold different historical perspectives. Specifically, when the state

promotes cultural heritage within international bodies like UNESCO while anticipating criticism
from countries with differing historical interpretations, it reflects more on the political leaders”
perception of their nation®s standing in the changing international order. This highlights the
imperative of closely monitoring dynamic elements. Moreover, this study elucidates how Japan®s
international endeavors concerning cultural heritage are synthetic with, or distinct from, its
neighboring countries’ policies towards UNESCO.
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