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This study aimed to analyze the effectiveness of parliamentary oversight
over the Intelligence Community (IC) in Japan, focusing on the Board of Oversight and Review of
Specially Designated Secrets (BOR) established in 2014. This study conducted a comparative analysis
of similar systems in the five major Western countries. Based on the analysis of the legal authority

granted to the boards and their actual activities, the study concludes that Japan’ s current BOR
system is still inadequate compared to similar systems in the other countries mentioned above. One
of the reasons for this gap is the limited legal authority granted to the boards. However, based on
the institutional design of the BOR system and its actual activities, some aspects can be evaluated
positively, such as its contribution to the imﬁrovement of intelli?ence literacy in the Diet, which
can help establish a more effective and comprehensive body for parliamentary democratic control over
the IC in the future.
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