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This research examines Japan®s and South Korea®s democracy promotion efforts
in Myanmar. Since 2011, both countries have supported Myanmar®s democratization through development
assistance. After the coup, Japan and South Korea temporarily suspended official intergovernmental

exchanges but continued working-level contact in selected areas and allowed their private sectors to
decide independently on divestment or continuing business. The findings show that while Japan and
South Korea share the value of democracy promotion, their practices differ from those of Western
countries, such as economic sanctions. We argue that the divergence in their approaches is
influenced by their national interests in maintaining relations with Myanmar, the role of civil
society, and the domestic importance of democratic values.
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