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Visions of Gender Equality in the making of the British Welfare State: the Case
of Family Allowance and the Feminism
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The aim of this study is to investgate the thoughts of feminists and working
class women in an early in the 20th century in Britain. The question 1s what is the relationship
between an appeal for equal pay for men and women by women®s labourer®s organisation and the
movement of family allowance by Elenore Rathbone since 1910s. Then this study attempts to clarify
here that the women labourers in face of low pay and sweated work were in the dilemma of public/
private dichotomy of welfare state. It also show that the situation of women in an early of 20th
century in Britain is similar to that of modern times as changing welfare state and the
globalisation since 80s in terms of facing of public/private dilemma.
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