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Research on Mechanism of a Rise of Xenophobia as Expression of Prejudice
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In this study, we examined the recent rise in xenophobia toward Koreans from
the framework of the suppression-justification model of prejudice. Specifically, survey experiments
were conducted to measure implicit prejudice against Koreans using the Implicit Association Test

and examine the mechanism of its manifestation. The results of the survey of registered monitors of
an online survey firm indicated that a relatively high level of implicit prejudice against Koreans
exists in Japanese society. The results also confirmed that some respondents showed low implicit
prejudice and yet high explicit prejudice, suggesting the existence of norms that make manifestation
of negative attitudes toward Koreans desirable. Furthermore, these norms were shown to be
influenced by the behavior of others and by laws and regulations.
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