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This research examines the history of love in early modern China and Japan,

primarily by analyzing folk tales. In particular, it clarifies the following four historical aspects
: (1) the growing expectations of goddesses’ omnipotence and the matriarchal religious world in
early modern China; (2) the discovery of heterosexual love’ s value and its long-term development in
China; (3) the discovery of the significance of the mother-child relationship in early modern China
(especially following the late Ming); and (4) the deepening of affection for children in Japan
commencing in the late Edo period. Through these analyses, this study contributes to a comparative
sociological understanding of the history of love in early modern East Asia.
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