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This study is to clarify the awareness and difficulties felt by teachers of
different school types in integrated elementary and middle school education, as well as the process
of overcoming and integrating these difficulties, and to develop training methods to foster the
expertise unique to teachers. Specifically, first, we conducted a questionnaire survey of integrated

elementary and middle schools regarding interactions between different grade levels, teacher
assignments, professional competencies of teachers, and training methods. Second, we interviewed
principals and coordinators of integrated elementary and middle school education regarding their
unique approaches and their perceptions of teachers from different school types. Third, we developed
a model case study of integrated elementary and middle school education that takes advantage of the
characteristics of teachers from different types of schools, and constructed an index of
professional competence unique to teachers.
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