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This study explores how the orientation toward "coexistence™ or "division" is structured in
contemporary Japanese society and how the experiences, knowledge, and awareness acquired in school
education are related to this orientation through the analysis of social consciousness. To this
end, the researcher conducted two social consciousness surveys, one in January 2021 and the other in

February 2023, among adults throughout Japan.
During the study period, analyses of Japanese social consciousness were compiled and published in
three collections of articles. In addition to the fact that the perception of the term "kyosei
shakai (society of coexistence)" was influenced by the amount of educational experience, the
tendency to emphasize intellectual curiosity and inquiry in studies and experiences during high
school was significantly associated with a higher awareness of "society of coexistence."
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