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Developing A Recovery Program For Children Affected by Post Nuclear Accident
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The nuclear accident caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake had a great
impact on childcare for infants and young children in Fukushima for many years. The research team
from "The Shokei Gakuin University Center for the Study of the Impact of Radiological Contamination
on Early Childhood Education(SIREC)" started to create a program to restore childcare after the
disaster. First, we recorded the efforts of the childcare workers, and then started to collect and
analyze data on the development of children before and after the disaster.

However, in the reality of each childcare facility we visited, the staff were so busy maintaining
their daily lives with children that they had no time to look back on the past, and they were
devoting their maximum attention and energy to improving childcare at that moment. But in the
process we were able to obtain clues not only for the recovery of childcare, but also for further

improvement of the quality of childcare and new development.
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Mihoko Endo, Yoshiya Higashi, Takashi Saito, Sam Murchie, Hideshige Komatsu, Yutaka Yamazaki, Tomosa Mine, Emiko Takahashi

Confronting rediological contamination from the fukushima daiichi nuclear power plant in early years childcare and
education:data based caution VS. Emotion based overreaction
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