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This study attempts to clarify how teacher education of early childhood
education and care (hereafter referred to as ECEC) professionals have been reformed in the global

trend of ECEC, using the Nordic countries as a case study. In recent years, various countries have
placed importance on ECEC policies and implemented a variety of reforms. However, there are
criticisms and concerns about the "schoolification” of ECEC and the economic logic of viewing it in
terms of "quality and high returns.” Traditionally, the Nordic countries have a tradition of social
pedagogy that considers children and development holistically. Nevertheless, they are also
influenced by global trends. This study seeks to elucidate how Norway and Sweden have responded to

these influences in their ECEC and_its teacher education, and how these responses have been
reflected in their systems and policies.
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