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functional multimodal discourse analysis

The aim of this study is to develop a guide book to help students to read
and write multimodal texts. We have developed it focusing on Japanese language ability, but which
can also be applied to other subjects. As there are many kinds of pictures or diagrams in school
textbooks, we analyzed and categorized them into 3 groups and 7 categories using genre theory. We
also analyzed school textbooks, adopting Royce’ s theory of the 6 types of intermodal text-image
combinations: 1)Repetition 2)Synonymy 3)Antonymy 4)Meronymy 5)Hyponymy 6)Collocation(Royce, 2007).
The result of our analyses showed that there is a significant gap in the text-image combination
distribution between the two grade levels: 3rd grades and 4th grades.This kind of gap should be
filled with other types of text-image combination materials in our guid book.
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