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This study clarified the present situation and challenges of outreach
programmes for socio-economically disadvantaged people to access higher education in the UK. The
main points of the results are as follows. In the UK higher education, participation rate of
students from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds has risen. However, efforts to reduce
disparities of the participation rate has not been effective. It is essential for the government
to provide a certain amount of stable funding in order to reduce the disparities. It is a
realistic strategy under the financial crisis that universities must provide fund to reduce
disparities in exchange for raising discreationarily their tuition fee. It is essential to develop

measuring effectiveness of outreach programmes further.
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