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Do the factors related to attention to the eyes In autism spectrum disorder
differ before and after puberty?

Fujioka, Toru
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Two hypotheses were tested: Hypothesis 1) " In autistic spectrum disorder

(ASD), social indifference may have a significant impact on the attention to eye region in the
under-adolescent (<12 years old) and anxiety may have a significant impact on the attention to eye

region in the post-adolescent (post-12 years old) " and Hypothesis 2) "The impact of anxiety on
attention to eye region may differ depending on the quality of anxiety". We analyzed the ASD and
typical development (TD) groups separately for younger (8-11 years) and older (12-16 years) age
groups, and found that the ASD older group did not look at the eye region as the degree of social
anxiety was high, while no significant correlations were found for the other groups. Hypothesis (1)
was supported, and, as for hypothesis (2), social anxiety was strongly influenced on attention to
eye region.
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