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Effects of exertion of power on the powerholders®™ cognition and persuasibility
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The current study focused on the phenomenon where exercising power activates
specific cognitive patterns (such as positive emotions, Behavioral Activation System (BAS),
abstract interpretation, risky decision-making, and unconventionality) based on various theories
related to the ' power-cognition relationships,” starting with the approach/inhibition theory of
power by Keltner et al. (2003). However, the results of five online questionnaire experiments did
not support this phenomenon. According to Den Hartog® s (2004) international comparative study, it
has been pointed out that in Japan, the tendency to assert oneself to others is relatively low
compared to other countries and societies, and it is considered that there is a cultural tendency to
suppress the recognition of influencing others. This suggests that the ' power-cognition
relationships’ found in Western countries may not be recognized in Japan.
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