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Coexistence of scientific knowledge and naive beliefs in the domain of biology

Toyama, Noriko

3,300,000

(how)
(why)
COvID-19

The development of illness understanding was examined on the basis of a

developmental model in which immature naive beliefs and scientific knowledge coexist throughout life
(i.e., coexistence model), rather than a developmental perspective in which immature childhood
understanding is replaced by logical and scientific understanding (i.e., displacement model). It has
been shown that naive beliefs evolve into more sophisticated explanatory models and are sometimes
integrated with scientific knowledge.
To examine the sociocultural basis of understanding, observations of dietary and hygiene practices
in preschools were conducted. Although the spread of COVID-19 made it impossible to conduct the
originally planned cross-cultural comparison, we were able to make comparisons before and after the
spread of the infection in Japan and gain insight into the process by which children®s understanding
is socio-culturally constructed.
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