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Analysis of Paleolithic human remains and event deposits in caves of the
Southwest Islands in Japan
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In this study, we attempted to excavate a Paleolithic site and detect
events in caves in the Yaeyama Islands. Excavation of a cave on the Shiraho Coast of Ishigaki
Island at an elevation of about 30 m revealed marine remains and gravel deposits that were probably
derived from the Meiwa Tsunami and the Okinawa Sakishima Tsunami (about 2000 years ago).
Archaeological artifacts consistent with the stratigraphy were also found. In addition, similar
tsunami deposits were found in several caves along the east coast of Ishigaki Island at elevations
between 5 and 40 m, and most of them were dated to about 2000 years ago. Although the lowest level
of the excavation pits does not reach the horizon of Paleolithic age due to the thick tsunami
deposits, it is highly possible that the pits were covered and preserved by such event deposits.
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