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A Study of children mobility from the perspective of Children Independent
Mobility (CIM) and traffic safety
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Children’ s Independent Mobility (CIM) can be defined as children’ s freedom
to travel around their own neighborhood or city without adult supervision, which iIs an important
factor in children’ s health and physical, social, and mental development. CIM has been discussed
since the 1970s and, in many studies, was evaluated by six license which is one of the indicators of
CIM. However, the factors affecting CIM in Japan are not clear.
The purpose of this study was to clarify these factors by using ordered logistic regression
modeling. In the findings, three points were revealed. First, it was shown that CIM was affected by
guardians® concerns about traffic, which was consistent with findings in previous studies. Second,
it was confirmed that the factors affecting each license are different. Finally, CIM was proved to
be consistently affected by the freedoms or limitations assigned to guardians when they were
children.
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[1] The license to cross main roads alone,
[2] The license to walk places other than school,
[3] The license to travel home from school independently,
[4] The license to use buses/trains alone,
[5] The license to go out after dark,
[6] The license to cycle alone on main roads
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