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This study clarifies how the construction of public buildings by local

self-government progressed in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period.

Initially, engineers from the Taiwan Governor-General®s Office designed local public facilities. The
1920 revision of the local system led to the construction of various public facilities by the state
and municipalities on their own initiative. In Taichung Province, Governor-General*s Office
engineer was posted as Provincial Engineer, setting a precedent for the assignment of engineers to
local government. The most important constructions were the various government buildings and school
buildings, for which state and municipal funds were used for construction. The 1935 re-amendment of
the local system granted legal personality to provinces and cities, which took a more proactive
approach to the construction of public buildings. However, financial resources were tight and a
large amount of construction costs had to be covered by bonds.
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