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In the Yatsugatake Mountains, a survey was conducted to clarify the bark
stripping by sika deer in subalpine coniferous forests. The bark stripping rate in each survey area
was calculated as the ratio of the number of stripped trees to the number of living trees. The
results for the subalpine coniferous forest (average 19.7%) were the second highest bark stripping
rate after the Okuchichibu Mountains compared to other subalpine coniferous forests in the Yamanashi

prefecture, central Japan.
The impact of bark stripping on trees around Mt. Kita was compared with the results for 2014 and
2018. The bark stripping rate by altitude was high around 2,200 m, and tended to decrease as the
altitude increased. Compared to 2014, 11 survey plots had an increased bark stripEing rate in 2023,
4 plots areas had the same rate, and 4 plots had a decrease, meaning that the bark stripping rate
had increased in many survey areas.
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