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This study attempted to understand an impact of operations by foreign
fishing vessels in Japanese offshore waters on Japanese fishing vessels, and to identify, from the
standpoint of food security, potential challenges caused by the increased employment of foreign
workforce in the fishing vessel fishery. The analysis found that the active deployment of Chinese
fishing vessels in the East China Sea limited the operations by Japanese haul net, trawl, and other
fishing vessels. In North Pacific and other offshore waters, there was an increase in risk of visit
and seizure in the context of invasion of Ukraine as well as in eagerness of some Russian trawl
fishing vessels to deploy to Japanese coastal waters. Under such circumstances, Japanese fishing
vessels have increasingly relied on foreign workforce, making food security issues more challenging
in terms of both fishing grounds and securing manpower.
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