©
2020 2023

Study on factors that increase or decrease the vigilance behavior of wild
animals: the effect of species differences and visual stimuli
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Focusing on visual stimuli as a factor that increases or decreases vigilance

behavior of wild mammals, we quantified species and individual differences in vigilance behavior
toward a novel object. Comparison of the initial alert behavior of Japanese deer, wild boar, raccoon

dogs, badgers, masked palm civets, and raccoons revealed differences in behavior patterns among
species and among individuals within the same species. Regarding the effect of the presence or
absence of movement of a novel object on the initial warning behavior and habituation, it was
suggested that badgers showed lower warning response and faster habituation compared to wild boars.
The effects of movement on vigilance behavior in both species were slight, and the mere addition of
movement did not appear to be sufficient to control the behavior of wild animals.
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